
 
21-DAY FAST Devotional #6 – LISTENING BUT NOT HEARING! 

By Pastor Myron D. Atkinson 
 

Have you ever had a conversation with someone where they were nodding their head, agreeing with 
you, and seemed to be very attentive and then you realize that they didn’t hear a word that you said?    
Recently I went to get my hair cut.  The hair stylist asked me how I would like it cut and I shared very 
specifically what I wanted done, what guards to use on the side, thinning it, blending it, and then 
rinsing it out when we were finished.   She indicated that she could do that and then used the wrong 
size guard, didn’t cut the top to the length that I had asked, didn’t thin it until I reminded her and then 
was ready to send me off when I reminded her about rinsing it out.   It would have been easy for me to 
get really critical, but then I remembered what my mother used to say about me: “You let things go in 
one ear and out the other.”  I don’t think it was a compliment…     I have worked much harder in life to 
actually listen and am continuing to develop that area, especially when it comes to listening to God.   
 
If we are going to learn to depend on God, we need to learn to listen to Him.  That means putting 
distractions aside (television, music, computers, etc.) and just focus on Him and listen.  God speaks to 
us through His word (The Bible), through other people (sermons, lessons, etc.), through the softly 
spoken voice of His Holy Spirit, and in other ways.  When He speaks, and I’m convinced He does so 
regularly, we need to be listening.  Not only do we need to listen but we need to do what He has 
commanded us to do.  When we listen and act on His words to us, He gives us a great promise:  
Proverbs 16:20 (NLT) says, “Those who listen to instruction will prosper; those who trust the Lord will 
be joyful.” 
 
So, during this 21 day time of fasting and prayer, will you take some time to get alone and listen?   
 
Challenge Question: How can you improve your listening skills today?   
 
Verses to look up:  Proverbs 1:23, Revelation 3:2-3 
 
Prayer for this week:  Dear Jesus, I ask that you will help me to fully depend on you in ALL things!  Help 
me during this 21-day fast to learn to live a Home Run life!  I pray not only for myself, but for my 
church, the staff, the elders, and all the attendees that we will sharpen our vision in 2016 to know Your 
desires, Your heart, and Your will.  Help PFWC to depend on you in ALL things.  Change my heart, 
change my home, change my church and let it begin with me! 


