
COJUTEPEQUE, EL SALVADOR 

UPDATE 
 

 
Cojutepeque is a church plant that began last 

August 2011 from a group that had 

approached us and requested that we go 

there and start a Wesleyan church. Though 

we had been there a few times for Bible 

studies and prayer meetings, the church 

plant was basically jump-started in August 

by the medical team led by Pastor Myron 

and Mandy Atkinson from Penn Forest, who 

also purchased a lot on which to build a 

church building. It is a refugee community 

of displaced people outside San Salvador 

about 45 minutes from downtown, and we 

are the only church in the community. The 

community is called Shafik Handal on the 

Cojutepeque highway, and has 

approximately 150 homes (population 

1200). It adjoins 2 neighboring communities 

(one behind and the other across the 

highway) with another 3000 people, also 

without any churches. After the medical 

mission, Pastors Ricardo and Tanya Moisa 

began holding regular Sunday morning 

meetings there, and are currently running 80 

in attendance (including 45 kids). 

 

It was our goal to 

have a well drilled 

on this property but 

because we will have 

to wait 10 years or 

so to get a 

permanent title from 

the government, they 

are installing two 

500 gallon water 

tanks this week.  

These tanks will be 

refilled when needed and will supplement 

clean water for the congregation and the 

neighbors of the Church.  They are currently 

investigating the possibility of seeking and 

buying property on the outskirts of these 

communities where a well can be drilled.  In 

addition to the water storage tanks, to aid in 

sanitation they are installing a small “dry” 

septic system. 

 

This week, construction of a low-cost, 

temporary shelter on the current property 

began. This will firmly establish their 

presence in the community and give them a 

good place for church meetings. As the 

church becomes fully established and too 

big for the current property, it will be moved 

(along with much of the actual structure) to 

a larger and permanent building lot.  

 

Ricardo and Thanya Fernando Moisa are 

faithfully ministering here and reaching out 

with several compassionate ministries.   

Currently Ricardo is taking a leave of 

absence from his secular employment to 

give of his time to help with construction.  

They do not receive any salary from the 

church plant and are making a huge 

investment in the Kingdom!  PFWC can 

sponsor this church plant for only $75.00 a 

month.  Will we?  


